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TOP UNIVERSITY 
PATENTEES

UNIV CALIFORNIA
646

STANFORD UNIV
203

HARVARD COLLEGE
174

UNIV JOHNS HOPKINS
155

UNIV FLORIDA
140

UNIV MICHIGAN
136

UNIV PENNSYLVANIA
124

UNIV NORTH CAROLINA
120

MASS INST OF 
TECH MIT UNIV

364

CALIFORNIA INST
OF TECH UNIV

156

TOP DESIGN
PATENT CLASSES

RECORDING, COMMUNICATION, 
OR INFORMATION 
RETRIEVAL EQUIPMENT

5,227

MEDICAL AND 
LABORATORY EQUIPMENT

2,206

FURNISHINGS
2,173

ENVIRONMENTAL HEATING
AND COOLING; FLUID HANDLING
AND SANITARY EQUIPMENT

1,820

EQUIPMENT FOR PREPARING
OR SERVING FOOD OR DRINK 

1,778

APPAREL AND
HABERDASHERY
1,713

LIGHTING 
1,638

TOOLS AND HARDWARE
1,532

TRANSPORTATION
2,682

EQUIPMENT FOR PRODUCTION,
DISTRIBUTION, OR TRANSFORMATION 
OF ENERGY

1,888
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The data for this infographic was analyzed by Anaqua’s AcclaimIP system, a patent search and analytics software tool 
leveraging public patent information from the USPTO. The metric used to determine innovative organizations is patent 

applications published and granted applications over a 12-month period between December 1, 2020 and November 30, 2021.
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ANNUAL PATENTING 
TRENDS

POPULAR PATENTED
TECHNOLOGY FIELDS

Countries that are leading
in the total amount of granted

US patents in 2021.

Companies with each of their total 
amount of granted US patents.

407,099TOTAL
US PUBLISHED APPLICATIONS IN 2021

375,506TOTAL
US PATENTS GRANTED IN 2021

UTILITY 339,063 patents

MOST

AROUND THE WORLD
US PATENTS FROM

“A DASATINIB
BUTANEDIOL SOLVATE”

The shortest claim in 2021.

Issued for the invention of a new and useful process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or a new and useful improvement thereof

DESIGN 34,288 patents
Issued for a new, original, and ornamental design embodied in or applied to an article of manufacture

PLANT 1,186 patents
Issued for a new and distinct, invented or discovered asexually reproduced plant including 
cultivated sports, mutants, hybrids, and newly found seedlings, other than a tuber propagated 
plant or a plant found in an uncultivated state

REISSUE 508 patents
Issued to correct an error in an already issued utility, design, or plant patent

WITHDRAWN 468 patents
 Issued to withdraw the patent


